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PREFACE

This book was first conceived as a response to misplaced
thinking about how churches should encourage Christian
men and help them to grow in their faith.

Facing a widespread loss of identity for men, we have been
encouraged to “find our inner Tarzan” by primal screaming round
a camp fire, or to delve deeply within our souls (or our DNA) to
rediscover what we should truly be. This book is not primarily
concerned with gender issues. Our guiding principle was to ask
the question: what does it mean for modern men to know Christ?
We are concerned to help clarify how God would have his sons
live for him in our modern age.

To do this, our instinct as Christians should be to encourage
each other to apply the Scriptures to the particular challenges,
opportunities, relationships and responsibilities we face. This
book is our humble offering to this end, and it is published in the
hope that it will stimulate fresh thinking among Christian men
and in those concerned for men’s ministry in the local church.

The authors are all experienced Christians, but all contributions
are offered by men who, above all else, know themselves to be
weak, but forgiven, sinners.

The first chapter seeks to re-establish our confidence in the
gospel as the driving force in the life of Christian men: to clarify
the content of the gospel according to Scripture and then to
explore its impact on how men should understand their identity
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in Christ. It is vital to understand that, without the gospel, what
we do week by week in our churches, in our homes, in our leisure
and in our working lives will inevitably become man-centred
rather than Christ-centred. This is why we must always return
again and again to the gospel as it is revealed to us in the
Scriptures. Only when our lives are centred on the gospel of Christ
will we be able to live for Christ.

Part Two provides briefer chapters exploring the Bible’s
teaching on many aspects of life that Christian men struggle
with. We are convinced that “all Scripture is breathed out by God
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness, that the man of God [primarily the
leader, but including us all] may be competent, equipped for
every good work” (2 Timothy 3 v 16-17).

The Bible therefore tells us everything we need to know from
God for living as men in God’s world! So each chapter begins with
some biblical research before proceeding to explain principles of
application, and then finally to the nuts and bolts: identifying
good practical examples and case studies for the day-to-day reali-
ties we face.

There are Bible-study and discussion questions provided at the
end of each of these chapters, in the hope that this section could
provide the basis for study or discussion by men as they meet in
twos or threes, or in a more formal men’s group in a church.

Trevor Archer and Tim Thornborough
Editors
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At The Good Book Company, we are dedicated to helping Christians and local

churches grow. We believe that God’s growth process always starts with hearing

clearly what he has said to us through his timeless word—the Bible.

Ever since we opened our doors in 1991, we have been striving to produce re-

sources that honour God in the way the Bible is used. We have grown to become

an international provider of user-friendly resources to the Christian community,

with believers of all backgrounds and denominations using our Bible studies,

books, evangelistic resources, DVD-based courses and training events.

We want to equip ordinary Christians to live for Christ day-by-day, and churches

to grow in their knowledge of God, their love for one another, and the effective-

ness of their outreach. Call us for a discussion of your needs or visit one of our local

websites for more information on the resources and services we provide.

UK & Europe: www.thegoodbook.co.uk
N America: www.thegoodbook.com
Australia: www.thegoodbook.com.au
New Zealand: www.thegoodbook.co.nz

UK & Europe: 0333 123 0880
N America: 866 244 2165
Australia: (02) 6100 4211
New Zealand (+64) 3 343 1990
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