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Joni was born the youngest of four sisters in

Baltimore, USA. She was called Joni after her

dad, John. He had been hoping for a boy!
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Joni had sparkling blue eyes, a clever mind,

and lots of energy. She loved to ride horses...

to play lacrosse... and to go on adventures.



Joni grew up going to church and singing hymns

with her family. But even though she knew about

Jesus, she did not know him as her friend.




When she was 15, Joni went to a church camp.
There, she understood Jesus Christ’s great love

and forgiveness and how much she needed him.

She prayed to God, “Instead of doing things my
way, | want to follow Christ’s way.” She wondered

where his way would take her.






Her sister saw Joni floating in the water.

She pulled her out and called to someone

to phone for an ambulance.






In a moment, all her life had changed. She felt
afraid and had many questions. What would

she do now? Who would take care of her?




