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“What an absolutely brilliant resource! Team Ollerton have done the
almost impossible, producing an accessible, engaging, faithful and
deeply moving Bible overview for use in family worship. | anticipate
God’s Story, Our Story becoming a staple diet in our church’s ministry to
parents as they seek to share with the next generation the praiseworthy
deeds of the Lord.”

DAVE AND SALLY GOBBETT, Highfields Church, Cardiff and
authors of Hallelujah: Journeying Through Advent with Handel's Messiah

"The Bible can feel overwhelming, especially for children, but God's Story,
Our Story makes the big story clear and engaging for families. We've used
an earlier version at home and can genuinely say it works—we loved walking
through it together as a family and exploring what it means for our lives.”

ANDY AND JO FROST, Share Jesus International
and The Kitchen Table Project at Care for the Family

“A much-needed and long-awaited family resource. Andrew and
Charlotte have carefully crafted this so that families can journey
through the whole Bible together. It's in-depth but packaged in an
accessible way—I| can’t wait to delve into this with my own family.”

JOANNA ADEYINKA-BURFORD, TV Presenter on CBeebies,
actor, and author of What'’s Up

“This is a rich and enduring resource for nurturing lifelong love for God's
word in the home. The structure makes it natural for parents to read,
discuss, pray and apply Scripture within the everyday rhythms of family
life. At the same time, the book remains deeply rooted in the biblical text,
inviting children not only to understand God's word but to recognize their
place within his larger story. | am so excited to see the impact on families.”

KAMI KINDEL, OneHope USA

"The whole Bible is for the whole family, and we've really appreciated
the way God’s Story, Our Story has helped us explore it together. It's
accessible, engaging, interactive and doable. | love the simple rhythm of
'Hear it, read it, discuss it, pray it, do it, place it’, which helps God’s word
move naturally into everyday life. | cant think of a more important activity
to prioritise as we seek to follow Jesus together.”

PAUL WOOLLEY, CEO of the London Institute of
Contemporary Christianity (LICC)



“Join the Ollertons for a fun-filled, faith-fuelled adventure journey through
the Bible for the whole family to enjoy! This resource is a brilliant biblical
blend that will be a blessing to big kids and little kids alike. From the very
beginning, you will be inspired again at how the Bible is one story that
signposts us to the hero, Jesus himself. Whether used over coco pops,
cooked dinners or a can of cola, this creative Ollerton collab will tantalise

your truth tastebuds and satisfy the soul. We commend it to you!”

CATH AND DAl WOOLRIDGE, Chief Executive of Sound of Wales
/ Creative Specialist at Bible Society and award-winning poet

"What a brilliant resource! Accessible, inventive, biblical—a super-helpful
guide to the Bible for people of all ages. Charlotte and Andrew have
created a fabulous multimedia gift that retells, inspires and encourages.
Children and adults will learn alotand have fun as they do so, rediscovering
the Good Book in a fresh and creative way. Hugely recommended! What
agem.”

PAUL KERENSA, Comedian, broadcaster and author of the
Fantastically Faithful series

“Fun, accessible and empowering for families!”

BEAR GRYLLS, Adventurer, TV Presenter, and Sunday Times
bestselling author of The Greatest Story Ever Told

“Andrew and Charlotte are great guides for us to walk together through
the whole glorious Bible story. God's big story is one that every family
needs to hear—here’s a nine-week adventure well worth going on!”

ED DREW, Ministry Director of Faith in Kids and
author of Raising Confident Kids

“If your family is like most Christian families, you want to do a great job
of spiritually leading your kids, but you are struggling with the how, the
when and the what to do. God'’s Story, Our Story is a fantastic resource
for any family. Whether you are brand new to reading the Bible as a
family or you've been doing it regularly for years, this is a perfect answer
for anyone asking how to orient their family around God.”

ADAM GRIFFIN, Lead Pastor of Eastside Community Church in
Dallas, Texas, and host of the Family Discipleship podcast
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Before You Begin

Welcome to God’s Story, Our Story—a bite-sized, multimedia journey through
the Bible for the whole family. You'll travel from Genesis to Revelation in 45
sessions and discover how the Bible forms one great story. Meet the characters,
explore the events and discover how you can be part of God's ongoing story
and plan for our world!

This family resource is simple to run and fun to use. No prior knowledge is
needed. We've written it to work for anyone who can sit still and chat for a while.
(We think age 5 plus.)

Here's how it works...

The whole journey is made up of nine Bible story sets, with five sessions in
each set. (So if you do this Monday to Friday, it will take nine weeks.) Four of
the sessions are based on Bible stories and the fifth session is a memory verse
that sums up the set. Each session should take a maximum of 15 minutes, and
is probably do-able in 10.

Apart from memory-verse days, each session follows the same pattern:

Hear it: Each session begins with an overview of the Bible story for the day. You
can either read the script yourselves or listen to us telling the story—follow the
QR code to discover that option. For the first four sessions, there’s also a video
option you can QR-code your way to. Each story follows the same pattern: a
scene-setting question connects to Our Story. Then we hear about a key Bible
story and think about where it fits in God’s Story. Finally, we reflect on what it
means for our lives today.

Read it: There's a short Bible reading; we encourage you to find it and follow the
passage in a print copy of the Bible.

Discuss it: Talk through the questions. (It's probably best if an adult leads this
bit to keep the pace up.) Some questions are serious, some are a bit silly and
others are more applied.

Pray it: Take a moment to be still and read the prayer.

Do it: This final suggestion gives a punchy and practical application.



We would also recommend you have a Place it moment at the end, using the
God’s Story, Our Story Cards that are designed to accompany this book. They
can be found at thegoodbook.com/gods-story-cards. Each Bible story session
has an accompanying card, with illustrations and key facts. As you do each
session, hang, stick or prop each card up to form a visual Bible storyline in
your own home. This installation will reinforce how the whole Bible fits together.
(More information and game ideas are available with the card set.)

What's more, if your whole church would like to do God'’s Story, Our Story
together, you'll find all-age talks for Sundays and some other church resources
at thegoodbook.com/gods-story-resources. There you'll also find all the audio
and video, and larger printouts of the images on the cards. Use the code printed
at the bottom of this page to get access.

A final word from us, now that you're ready to go...

Over the last 18 years, we have loved gathering our three kids together over
breakfast to read God's story, the Bible. It's never been dull! It's always been
challenging, surprising and life-changing. Our prayer is that as you explore
God’s Story, Our Story together, it will shape and inspire your family story too.
By the end, we hope you will see how the whole Bible fits together and feel
better equipped to live your family story today.

Enjoy the journey!

Andrew and Charlotte
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Memory-Verse Days:
Some Top Tips

It is a challenge to memorise God’s words—and it is a gift. The Bible says that if
we hide God's word in our hearts, we won't sin against him. His words also give
us courage and comfort when things are tough.

For the fifth day in each set, as a family you can memorise a little part of the
Bible. Each verse we've chosen summarises what you have looked at in your
Bible stories that week. Each verse is printed in the book. If you have the God’s
Story, Our Story Cards, you'll find each verse on a card in that pack too—pop it
into your Bible storyline once you have learned it.

There will be words to memorise and the location in the Bible where you can
find them. For example, 1 Samuel chapter 16 verse 7 (Week 4's memory verse)
will be written as 1 Samuel 16 v 7. It is from the story of David, when he is chosen
to be king. It says, “People look at the outward appearance, but the Lorp looks
at the heart”. (It's a great idea to go and find the verse in your Bible. You can find
out where the book of the Bible is in the contents page.)

Here are some ideas of how you can memorise each verse. See what works the
best for you. Don't be boring! You can have lots of fun trying to remember God’s
word.

Writing: Write the verse by hand on flash cards or post-it notes, or write the
verse on a board. You could then do the “disappearing word game”. Read it
and then take away or rub out one word at a time, and then repeat, reciting it
again and again after each word disappears. For example:

People at the outward appearance but the looks at
the . 1 Samuel 16 v 7
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Visualising: Create “word pictures” or use emojis to make the verse memorable.
Draw these onto paper, replacing key words. For instance:

(e atthe T [ but @@ e e atthe @

Actions: Decide on simple actions together to go with a key word from the
verse.

People (point at various people in the room) look (pretend to hold binoculars to
your eyes) at the outward appearance (grab your own top or t shirt and shake
it about a bit), but the Lorp (point up to the sky) looks (binoculars again) at the
heart (do a heart shape with your fingers or hold your hand over the position
where your heart is).

1 (hold up one finger) Samuel 16 (hold up one finger, then six fingers), verse 7
(hold up seven fingers).

Song: Turn the verse into a song by making up your own melody or using a well-
known tune to sing your Bible-verse words to.

Audio recording: Record yourself reciting the passage and listen to it during
daily activities such as driving or walking or brushing your teeth.

Digital apps: Try out apps like Remember Me or Anki. It's best to explore these
beforehand to see how they work!

To really remember the verse well, simply repeat, repeat, repeat—in several
different ways.
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Week One

Beginnings






DAY 1

Creation:
God Made It Good

GENESIS 1 - 2

2

\ B

Our Story

The world is an amazing place, isn't it? The skies twinkle with lights. There
are mountains to explore and oceans to swim in. Everywhere you look there
is vibrant vegetation. The world is full of flying, leaping, running and buzzing
things. It is all so good. On the very best of days it almost feels perfect!

God’s Story

Our very first story from the Bible is about the beginning of everything and it
starts very simply, with God. God wasn't lonely. But he did want to share his
love and be in a relationship with people. He wanted to create a home for us to
enjoy—and then create us to enjoy it.

Creation Story
In the very beginning it was dark. Silent. Still.

Imagine that! No light, no noise, no action.
But God was excited. He had so many ideas about what he wanted to do.

He knew we needed days and nights, darkness and light, waters and sky, land
and seas. So, he spoke them into being with simple words, “Light!” “Sky!”
“Land!” And there were islands, waterfalls and lakes.

These first three days of shaping and forming were good, but the land lacked
colour and life. So God filled the world with grasses and bushes, fruits and
flowers, vegetables and seeds. And trees. Many, many trees. Palm trees and
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pines, apple trees and alders, beech trees and baobab. God also made two
extra-special trees—a tree of life and a tree of knowledge of good and evil.

Day four: the sky could be more fun... So, God filled it with stars, moons, planets
and a big blazing sun.

Day five: the world was too silent... So, God filled it with many vibrant things.
At his word the waters teemed with creatures: narwhal, sea cucumbers, orca and
clown fish. And as he spoke the sky was flooded with flying features: ladybirds,
hummingbirds, bald eagles and parrots.

Day six: it was time to create the animals—the weird and the wonderful, the
ugly and the beautiful: sheep, chickens, wolves, zebras, iguanas, wombats and
orangutans.

God again looked over all that he had made and declared it good. Good, but
not very good.... Not perfect. Not full. Not complete. The world still lacked
something, the best thing...

People!ll So God made them too. He moulded them out of the earth. He
breathed his life into them. They were different to everything else God had
made, because they were made to be like him. They talked and walked with
him. They thought like him. God planted a garden for them to work in. And he
told them to enjoy and look after everything he had made for them.

And finally, day seven: God stopped. God rested from all his work. God
“Sabbathed"”. For everything was now very good. Everything was perfect.

God’s Story

God put the first people in a garden called Eden, which means paradise. It was
a safe place, a home where they could enjoy life with God. The Bible story starts
in this perfect place, and despite everything that went wrong and that still goes
wrong today, God promises that our story will one day finally return there.

Our Story

It is difficult for us to imagine a perfect world and perfect people. What must it
have been like to be so close to God? Like you are walking and talking with him
face to face? God made us to enjoy this special relationship with him, and we
are going to see that through Jesus this is still possible.

Read It: Genesis 1v 26-28, 31
Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so
that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over
the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that
move along the ground.”
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So God created mankind in his own image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number;
fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in
the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” ...

God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was
evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.

Discuss It
What is your favourite thing that God created?

What was God'’s favourite and best thing that he created?

How does it make you feel to know that out of all the things God made,
you are so special to God, and that he loves you and made this wonderful

world for you?

What do you think it means that God made us in his image to be like him?

Pray It
Dear God, thank you for the amazing world you have made for us. Thank you

that you made us to enjoy knowing you. Thank you that one day people will walk
and talk with you in a perfect place again. Amen.

Do It
Keep your eyes peeled as you go about your day today—what could you say

"wow" about, that God has made?

e i o T T TS
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