
When Children Walk 
Away from Jesus
Comfort and Hope for 
Parents and Prodigals

You did your best to raise your child to follow Jesus, but 
they walked away from him.

Perhaps like the younger prodigal son in the Bible story, 
they embrace a rebellious lifestyle. Maybe, like the older 
son, they try to live a moral life apart from Jesus. In either 
case, they seem hopelessly far from God. 

Drawing on over four decades of  pastoral experience, Paul 
Mallard shares practical wisdom and biblical truths that 
will give you comfort, courage, and hope in the gospel. 

You will be helped to…

•	 persevere in prayer

•	 nurture loving relationships with your adult child

•	 have courage as you share and reflect the gospel

•	 process feelings of  guilt and grief

•	 cast your hope on the Lord

Gentle, practical, and honest, When Children Walk Away 
from Jesus offers renewal and support as you continue to 
point your grown-up child to the one who is mighty to save. 

Each chapter is followed by reflection questions that can 
also be discussed with a spouse or in a support group for 
parents of  prodigals.
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Suggested Interview  
Questions

1.	 What personal experiences or observations of parents and 
prodigal children helped you shape the heart of this book?

2.	 How can parents practice healthy introspection rather 
than unproductive guilt when processing a child’s dis-
carded faith?

3.	 Why are the concepts of  “ruin, redemption, and regen-
eration” crucial for parents navigating their child’s faith 
journey, and how do they provide a framework for hope?

4.	 Why is the concept of  “holy children” relevant in par-
ents’ approach to their children’s spiritual development 
and struggles?

5.	 What specific prayer strategies or frameworks do you 
recommend for parents of  prodigals, especially amidst 
discouragement?

6.	 How can parents effectively demonstrate love to their un-
saved children without compromising their own faith or ap-
pearing to condone behavior that goes against their beliefs?

7.	 What are some healthy ways for parents to grieve the 
loss of  their child’s faith?

8.	 What practical steps can church communities take to 
create a welcoming and understanding environment for 
families with prodigal children?

9.	 What encouragement do you offer to parents who feel 
isolated or alone in their struggle?

10.	How might this book also instruct and encourage sib-
lings of  prodigal children? 

To schedule an interview, contact publicity@thegoodbook.com or 
publicity@thegoodbook.co.uk.

Endorsements
“Paul Mallard has drawn on 
decades of  pastoral expe-
rience to provide practical 
wisdom for parents in pain. 
Writing with biblical con-
viction and compassionate 
understanding, Paul ad-
dresses the problems par-
ents of  prodigals face and 
the questions they ask. . . I 
was helped by reading this 
book and quickly thought 
of  others to whom I’d like to 
pass it on. I expect you will 
find the same.”
Colin Smith
Pastor Emeritus, The Orchard; 
President, Open the Bible 

“Every now and again, a book 
is written which makes me 
think to myself, ‘Why wasn’t 
this written years ago?’ This 
is one of  those.  It’s a sub-
ject that is constantly rele-
vant because it’s a topic that 
is always painful, difficult, 
distressing, and confusing.  
Paul writes with a pastor’s 
loving wisdom, a preacher’s 
clear communication, and a 
theologian’s faithful under-
standing.”
Adrian Reynolds 
Pastor; Author; Associate National 
Director, Fellowship of Independent 
Evangelical Churches, UK
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