
DIY Plan for Holiday Clubs: 

The Kingdom and the King

Daily Flow

This exciting and manageable DIY curriculum gives you a simple framework for structuring your VBS 
or Holiday Club around the theme of the kingsom and the king…and also offers plenty of inspiration 

for you to get creative to suit your ministry’s capacity, resources, and demographics.

To follow this curriculum, you’ll need a copy of  
The Kingdom and the King by Bob Hartman for the story 
read-aloud station. This storybook is also a wonderful 
source of inspiration for decorating.

Get a copy for each group—or as a gift for each family 
that participates—for less! Save 30% when you buy 10 
from The Good Book Company.
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day 1

Big Idea 
The King Made Everything AND Especially Made Us to be With Him!

Kingdom Story Station 
Read Story 1. The Creator King
Memorize Genesis 1:27

Royal Feast Station
Fruit and Simple Grains 

Craft Castle Station
Creation Diorama

•	Boxes
•	String
•	Glue
•	Tape
•	Craft paper
•	Scissors
•	Foam, pipecleaners, stickers, etc,  

for elements of nature and creatures

Garden of Games Station
Multicolor Flashlight Freeze Tag  
(Instead of Counting to 20, recite “And God said, let there be light!”)

Crowning Questions
•	What sorts of things did God make? 
•	What’s special about how God made people?
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The King’s people would need a way to tell the time and to mark the seasons.
So, with a Breath and a Word, he spoke. And, up in the heavens, they appeared: a big 

light for the day; a smaller light for the night; and little lights twinkling far beyond.
The waters were empty.
So, with a Breath and a Word, God spoke. And life, large and small and strange, 

swarmed and swam through the seas.
Then the King turned to the skies.
With a Breath and a Word he spoke. And flapping and flocking, life burst through the 

clouds as well!
And as for the land, surely there should be life there too.
So, with a Breath and a Word, God spoke. And paws padded, and hooves hammered, 

and tiny insect feet skittered and scattered along the ground.

And when God the King looked at all he had created, he saw that it was good.
Good, but not finished. For everything the King made was made ready for the crown of 

his creation – for his people.
And so, with a Breath and a Word, he made the first man and the first woman. Made 

them in his image, to be in charge of the fish and the birds and the animals.
“Fill the earth with life,” he told them. “Feast on fruit and grain. This world is my 

gift—my blessing to you. Take care of it for me.”
And, with that, the King rested. And because he was a King who loved his people and 

knew just what they needed, he set aside that day of rest for them to rest too.
And that was very good!



day 2

Big Idea 
People Rebelled BUT the King Promised to Rescue Us!

Kingdom Story Station 
Read Story 2. The First Rebellion
Memorize Genesis 3:15

Royal Feast Station
Garden Veggies and Fig Bars 

Craft Castle Station
Accordion Snakes

•	Colorful paper
•	Scissors
•	Glue
•	Pens or Markers
•	Googly eyes

Garden of Games Station
Hide and Go-Seek 
   or
“Hot Potato” using fruit
   or
“Keep the Balloon in the Air” and draw fruit on each balloon

Crowning Questions
•	Why did Adam and Eve rebel against God?
•	What consequences did they face?
•	What did God promise?
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2. THE FIRST REBELLION
GENESIS 3 

Eve stared at the fruit. It looked delicious. And if eating it would make her like God, 
well, all the better!

She believed the serpent’s lies. And, lured into his rebellion, she ate the fruit. 
Then she gave it to Adam, who ate it too.

At once, their eyes were opened. They saw that they were naked. And that did not 
seem good. So they sewed clothes out of fig leaves. And when God came looking for 
them that evening, they hid from their loving King.

“Where are you?” God called.
“We’re naked! And we’re afraid!” Adam trembled.
God knew what they had done. “You ate from the tree, didn’t you?” he said, sadly.
Adam blamed Eve. Eve blamed the serpent. And, in the end, God punished them all.
“Serpent,” he said, “you will slither along the earth. Eve, you will feel pain in 

childbirth. And Adam, you will have to wrestle with the ground to grow your food.”

Then God sent Adam and Eve away from their beautiful garden home. But not 
before he gave them something else – a clue to the way he would end the rebellion 
for ever.

“There will be a child,” he promised. “The serpent will bruise his heel, yes. But in 
the end, that child will crush the serpent’s head.”

And with that promise, Adam and Eve left the garden and made their way out 
into the world.

God the King wanted to make a home for the first man, Adam, and 
the first woman, Eve. So he found a plot in a spot called Eden, and 
there he planted a garden.

“Spring!” said the King. And up the from the ground sprouted trees, beautiful to 
behold and bursting with fruit.

Then, in the middle of the garden, God grew two special trees. One was the tree of 
life. The delicious fruit from this tree meant that Adam and Eve could live for ever. But 
the other tree was very different.

“You can eat the fruit from any tree, including the tree of life,” God said, “except for this 
one – the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. For if you eat from this tree, you will die.”

No one knows how long Adam and Eve lived there, eating fruit from the trees and meeting 
each evening with their loving King.

But one day, Eve was approached by the serpent – a crafty creature who did not respect the 
rule of the King and had decided to rebel against him.

Keen that others should join his rebellion, the serpent asked Eve what sounded, at first, 
like a completely innocent question.

“Did God really say that you must not eat the lovely fruit in this garden?”
“Oh no,” she replied. “It’s just the tree of the knowledge of good and evil that we must 

avoid. If we eat the fruit from that one, or even touch it, we will die.”
“Ridiculous!” cried the serpent. “You won’t die!”
That was his first lie. And the second soon followed.

“ Here’s the real reason,” he whispered. “God alone decides what 
is good and what is evil. If you eat the fruit from the tree, you 
will also be able to decide what is good and what is evil.  

And the last thing God wants is for you to be God too!”



day 3

Big Idea 
The King Came AND Lived With Us!

Kingdom Story Station 
Read Story 33 and 38.  
A Sudden Angel Surprise and 
The King Who Heals
Memorize Luke 2:10

Royal Feast Station
Animal Crackers and Pretzel Sticks

Craft Castle Station
Nativity Scene (with sliding track for paper shepherds)

•	Cardstock with a nativity scene to color in
•	Cardstock with shepherds to color and cut out
•	Scissors for cutting out shepherds and a track along the nativity picture 

to insert sliding shepherds into
•	Glue
•	Popsicle stick to glue sliding shepherds onto

Garden of Games Station
Simon Says (Include action prompts from story)
   or
Shepherd and Sheep Tag

Crowning Questions
•	How did people know Jesus was the promised king?
•	Do you know any other stories from Jesus’ life, after he grew up?
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33. A SUDDEN ANGEL SURPRISE
LUKE 2 v 1-20 

*130 km

During Mary’s pregnancy, Caesar Augustus, the man who ruled Rome, 
decided that he wanted to see exactly how many people lived in his vast 
empire. So everyone had to go back to their home town to be counted.

Even though Joseph lived in Nazareth, up north, his home town was 
Bethlehem, down south. It’s where King David was from, remember? And 
because Joseph was related to King David, that’s where he was from too.

So Mary and Joseph set off for Bethlehem. It was an 80-mile journey.* A 
long way for anyone to walk, never mind someone who was going to have a 
baby. It’s likely that they hoped to stay with some of Joseph’s relatives. But by 
the time they got there, the lovely upper rooms, where relatives stayed when 
they visited, were already taken. So Mary and Joseph had to stay in another 
room, next to where the animals were kept.

And it was there, among the animals, that Mary gave birth to the Son of 
God, the promised King, the Messiah, the one who would sit on David’s 
throne – to Jesus, whom she wrapped in cloths and laid in a manger.

Meanwhile, in the fields outside Bethlehem, shepherds were watching 
their sheep when, just like Zechariah and just like Mary, they had one of 

those sudden angel surprises!
And, much like Zechariah and much like Mary, it scared the life out of them.

“Don’t be afraid,” said the angel (again!). “I have good news for you. News to make 
the whole world jump for joy. Today, in the city of David, your rescuer was born. That’s 
right – the Messiah, the coming King the prophets promised.

“And you’ll know that what I say is true when you find a baby wrapped in cloths and 
lying in a manger.”

And, as if a one-angel surprise wasn’t surprising enough, that angel was joined by lots 
and lots of angels, who shouted out, “Glory to God on high! And peace to people on earth!”

When the angels left, the shepherds decided to go to Bethlehem and see this amazing 
thing for themselves. Well, who wouldn’t?

And, sure enough, they found a manger just where they were told. All the other 
mangers in Bethlehem had animal food in them, but this manger held a tiny baby! The 
shepherds told Mary and Joseph what they had seen and what the angel had said about 
their child. And everyone who was there with them was amazed.

Mary, however, held their words like a treasure in her heart, quietly turning them 
over and over in her thoughts.

And, with that, the shepherds left, praising God for the child and for their 
sudden angel surprise as they made their way back to the fields.
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38. THE KING WHO HEALS
MATTHEW 4 v 23-25; REVELATION 21 v 1-5

When Jesus left the wilderness, he returned to Galilee, up north. That’s where he set to work.
From town to town he went, telling everyone, “The kingdom of God is near. Turn away from 

what’s wrong and turn back to God.”
But talking was not all that Jesus did. As he told people about the coming of God’s kingdom, 

he also healed people. Lots and lots of people!
If people were paralysed, Jesus helped them to walk.
If people were blind, Jesus helped them to see.
If people were deaf, Jesus helped them to hear.
If people were troubled by evil spirits, Jesus chased those spirits out.
And if people were hurting, Jesus took away their pain.
It’s no surprise, then, that crowds came from all over Galilee and beyond, bringing their sick 

friends and family to be healed by Jesus.

But why did Jesus do the two together – healing people and telling them about the coming of 
God’s kingdom?

It’s because, as well as caring for people and helping them, Jesus wanted everyone to know 
that when he is King, things that are wrong are put right.

Way back in the beginning, when God made that beautiful garden for Adam and Eve, there 
was no death because there was no illness. It was only when Adam and Eve ate the fruit and 
joined the serpent’s rebellion that death came into the world.

What’s more, prophets like Isaiah had made it very clear that healing would be a part of what 
the Messiah, God’s chosen one, would do when he came. Do you remember – Isaiah said that 
the blind would be given sight?

And then there was the future. For, as Jesus would one day show his friend John, when God 
makes his new heaven and new earth for us to enjoy for ever – when his kingdom finally comes 
in all its fullness – there won’t be any suffering or pain or tears there either. For everything 
broken will be made new again!

So healing people was a clear and obvious sign that Jesus really had come from God, that 
God’s kingdom was truly near, and that Jesus was the one he had chosen to build it.

But not everyone believed that Jesus was the one…



day 4

Big Idea 
The King Died BUT Rose Again!

Kingdom Story Station 
Read Stories 57 and 58. The King Is Dead 
and Long Live The King! A Mysterious Shock
Memorize Luke 24:6-7

Royal Feast Station
Juice and Crackers

Craft Castle Station
Empty Tomb 
There are lots of options for this out there,  
but a simple version can be made with:

•	Scissors
•	Two different colors of paper (one for the stone to roll away,  

one for the tomb)
•	Markers

Garden of Games Station
Four Corners (Labelled with word and pictures for: “garden, cross, tomb, 
road”) 
   

Crowning Questions
•	Why did Jesus need to die and rise again?
•	How do you think people felt when he died?
•	How do you think they felt when he came back to life?
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57. THE KING IS DEAD
MARK 15 v 16-47 

Again, they still had no idea what Jesus meant when he said he was Messiah 
and King, or what his kingdom was all about.

But Jesus knew. He was the suffering servant described by Isaiah, whose 
wounds would heal the world. So he had to stay on the cross, to be that 
rescuing King.

Most of Jesus’ disciples had run away when he was arrested, but several of the 
women who had followed him were there, watching and weeping for him.

At noon, the sky grew dark and stayed that way until three in the afternoon, 
when Jesus cried out, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani” – words from Psalm 22, 
which mean, “My God, my God, why have you deserted me?”

Some people thought he was calling for Elijah. “Perhaps the prophet will 
come and take him down,” they sneered.

And that’s when Jesus cried out, and took his final breath, and died.
And that’s when the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to 

bottom, to show that, through Jesus, the way to God was open for everyone.
And that’s when one of the Roman soldiers looked up at him and said, 

“Truly, this was the Son of God”.

Jesus’ body was taken down from the cross by Joseph of Arimathea, a 
religious leader who was keen to find God’s kingdom. And because there was 
no time for a proper burial before the Sabbath began, Joseph put Jesus’ body 
in a temporary tomb and had a stone rolled in front of it.

Some of the women followed and saw where he was laid. And when the 
Sabbath was over, they returned.

Three days later.

Having beaten Jesus and mocked him and jammed a crown of thorns on his 
head, the Roman soldiers led him out of the palace. Along the way, they forced a 
man called Simon to carry Jesus’ cross.

Out of the city they went and up to a killing hill called, “The Place of the Skull”.
To help Jesus deal with the pain, the soldiers offered him wine mixed with 

myrrh (one of the gifts of the star-watchers, all those years ago – remember?). But 
Jesus wouldn’t drink it.

Then they nailed his hands and feet to the cross, propped it up between two 
others, and stuck a sign at the top of the cross that read, “The King of the Jews”.

The sign was meant as a cruel joke, but as the soldiers divided up Jesus’ clothes 
and gambled for them, they had no idea how right those words actually were.

The people passing by were no less cruel.
“You said you’d destroy our temple and build it again in three days!” they 

mocked. “Well, if you can do that, you can surely come down off that cross!”
They completely misunderstood what Jesus meant, of course – that he was 

God’s temple, the place where God would now dwell with his people. And as for 
the three days, well…

But there was more mocking to come.
“He saved other people,” laughed the chief priests, “so why can’t he save 

himself? And if he really is the Messiah and our long-promised King, let him 
come down from the cross and prove it!”
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58. LONG LIVE THE KING! A MYSTERIOUS SHOCK
LUKE 24 v 1-12 

On the first day of the week, when the Sabbath was over, some of the women who had 
followed Jesus went to the tomb to put sweet-smelling spices on his body.

Among them were Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James.
When they arrived, they discovered that the stone that Joseph of Arimathea had rolled 

across the front of the tomb had somehow been rolled away.
It was a mystery!
So into the tomb they crept. And, more mysterious still, the body of Jesus was no 

longer there.

As they were scratching their heads and wondering what had happened, two men suddenly 
appeared beside them. But they didn’t look like ordinary men. (For a start, they were 
shining bright and white!) The women were terrified and bowed their heads to the ground 
before them.

“Why are you looking in a tomb for someone who is alive?” the men asked. “Jesus isn’t 
here. He has risen!

“Cast your minds back to when you were in Galilee with him. He told you then that the 
Messiah would have to be handed over to evil men. That he would need to be crucified. 
And that in three days he would rise from the dead.”

“So he did!” said the women to each other, remembering Jesus’ words and putting 
them all together.

So, having worked out the mystery, they ran off to tell Jesus’ disciples the good news.
Sadly, the disciples were not impressed. In fact, they dismissed what the women had seen 

and heard as a silly story. They thought they’d made it up!
But Peter wasn’t so sure. So he went to the tomb to see for himself. He crept in, just like 

the women. And all he found were the linen cloths in which Jesus’ body had been wrapped.
Now he had a mystery to solve as well!



day 5

Big Idea 
He is the Forever King, SO Go Tell Everyone about Jesus!

Kingdom Story Station 
Read Stories 61. The King Ascends 
and “What Next?” on page 164-165
Memorize Matthew 28:18-20

Royal Feast Station
Goldfish Crackers and Fruit

Craft Castle Station
Paper Airplanes and Megaphones

•	Paper for airplanes that say “Go”
•	Paper for megaphones that say “Tell”
•	Tape for megaphones
•	Markers and stickers to decorate with

Garden of Games Station
“Go” variety races (Race backwards, crab-walking, hopping, etc.)

and
“Tell” contest (The game of telephone, or divide into groups and see which 
can shout loudest) 

Crowning Questions
•	Why did Jesus ascend to heaven and why will he come back again?
•	What is the good news of Jesus that we go and tell others?
•	Why is it such good news?
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61. THE KING ASCENDS
LUKE 24 v 50-53; ACTS 1 v 6-11

Forty days. That’s how long the risen Jesus stayed with his followers and his friends in 
his new resurrected body. A body that could appear suddenly out of nowhere, but could 
also eat and be touched and be recognised.

He met with some of his friends on a beach. He met with some on their own.  
And, on one occasion, he met with 500 people at once!

When it was time for him to go, Jesus led his disciples to Bethany.
“When will you give back the kingdom to Israel?” they asked.
“The timing of such things is not for you to know,” Jesus replied. “That’s my Father’s 

business. What you do need to know is that you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes upon you. And you will tell people everything you have seen and heard about  
me – from Jerusalem to Judea, to Samaria and to every other place in the world!”

And when he had said that, Jesus ascended – which means he was lifted up, right in 
front of them all, and disappeared into a cloud!

They stood there, open-mouthed, staring into the sky.
And that is when two men in white robes appeared to them and said…
“Men of Galilee, why are you standing around looking up into the sky? Jesus was 

taken up to heaven. And from heaven he will one day return.”
And, in response, the disciples worshipped Jesus.
They went back to Jerusalem, joyfully, to wait for the promised Holy Spirit.
And they went to the temple as well, daily, to give thanks to God.
And what about Jesus? Where did he go?

He ascended to heaven.
He ascended, the victor over death and sin.
He ascended, the one who had crushed the serpent’s head.
He ascended, to speak to God on our behalf.
He ascended, to rule over everyone and everything, at his Father’s side.
He ascended to be King!
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WHAT NEXT?

Lots of things can be your king.
For some people, money is king. For others, it’s power or fame. And, just like 

Adam and Eve, many people make themselves king and live life according to 
their own rules. 

But the story of the kingdom and the King demonstrates, time and time again, 
that making a thing other than God your king leads to sadness, emptiness, 
disappointment and disaster. That’s what the people of Israel discovered. And 
that is why God came to live among them, in the person of Jesus the King, to 
show them a different way to live.

So, Jesus not only talked about the kingdom; he lived the kingdom life. And he 
showed everyone how much better it is to live their lives like that too. Everyone, 
including you and me!

A life dedicated to healing the hurts of the poor and the sick and the outcasts, 
as Jesus did when he made the sick well and ate with those whom other people 
had rejected.

A life of mercy and humility and peace, as Jesus demonstrated. 

A life that trusts in the truth of God’s word, as Jesus did when he defeated the 
devil’s temptations.

A life marked by forgiveness, rooted in the forgiveness that Jesus won for us 
when he died on the cross.

And a life meant to be lived for ever, made real by Jesus’ resurrection.

What do you need to do to live that life? 
Tell Jesus that you want him to be your King.
Accept his forgiveness for all the wrong things you have done.
 Invite his Holy Spirit to live inside you to give you the power to make his 
kingdom life real in your life too.

Lots of things can be your king.
But the only king that truly brings you life and love and joy is the King whose 

name is Jesus.



We recommend that you incorporate the following during the “crowning questions” 
large group recap each day.

•	Repeat the day’s big idea.
•	Summarize the day’s kingdom story as a refresher, and add any additional context 

needed. (For example, during Day 3, share some quick examples of what Jesus’ life 
was like after he grew up).

•	 Invite kids to share their answers to the provided questions either with the small 
group they are seated in or with the large group.

•	Pass a crown to whoever’s turn it is to answer the question.
•	Ask for volunteers to recite the memory verse.

Sing to the King Song Ideas

Ideas for Decoration
•	Download and print a free full-size 5-poster pack. Each poster corresponds with a 

day’s theme.
•	Go for a royal garden theme, like…

•	Flowers and greenery
•	Pillars or castles backdrops
•	 Items like crowns and shields
•	Colors: gold plus deep greens, blues, purples, and reds
•	Free create-your-own-crown craft - perfect for coloring and decorating during 

downtime and dangling from the ceiling as decorations throughout the week 
before kids take them home

King of Kings

The Kingdom of Heaven

We are Kingdom Kids

Daily Recap
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VNPZp3HV9ok


Optional Activity Sheets To Do During Pickup

Final Day Presentation for Parents
If your week ends with an event parents are invited to attend, you might consider:

Gospel Tableaus:
•	Divide kids into five groups to create “tableaus.”
•	Each group poses in a re-enactment of a scene based on the 5 themes and stories 

they’ve learned that week.
•	A leader can read a short summary of the related Bible story.
•	The kids in the group can conclude by reciting the corresponding “big idea.”
•	A child from each group could also be selected to recite the corresponding 

memory verse.

Concert and Recitation:
•	Divide kids into five groups, and select one child from each group who is 

confident in public speaking.
•	Begin with that child reciting the memory verse from the first day’s theme. 
•	The first group recites the first day’s theme together.
•	Everyone sings a worship song.
•	Repeat for each day’s theme, giving each group their turn to shine.

The Kingdom and the King Storybook Bible 
© Bob Hartman / The Good Book Company

thegoodbook.com | thegoodbook.co.uk | thegoodbook.com.au | thegoodbook.co.nz
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Can you trace these words  
and read them out loud? 

Can you help Mary and 
Joseph get to Bethlehem?

1
2 3

He will  rescue us!

     Name: 

     Age: 

     Favourite colour: 

Favourite Bible story: 

Favourite places: 

When I grow up I want to:  

The people who inspire me the most: 

I’m thankful for: 

All About Me

Draw 
yourself 

here!

activity sheets
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